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U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services.

Rural telephone company. ‘‘Rural tele-
phone company’’ has the same meaning
as that term is defined in § 51.5 of this
chapter.

State commission. The term ‘‘state
commission’’ means the commission,
board or official (by whatever name
designated) that, under the laws of any
state, has regulatory jurisdiction with
respect to intrastate operations of car-
riers.

Technically feasible. ‘‘Technically fea-
sible’’ means capable of accomplish-
ment as evidenced by prior success
under similar circumstances. For ex-
ample, preexisting access at a par-
ticular point evidences the technical
feasibility of access at substantially
similar points. A determination of
technical feasibility does not consider
economic, accounting, billing, space or
site except that space and site may be
considered if there is no possibility of
expanding available space.

Telecommunications. ‘‘Telecommuni-
cations’’ is the transmission, between
or among points specified by the user,
of information of the user’s choosing,
without change in the form or content
of the information as sent and re-
ceived.

Telecommunications carrier. A ‘‘tele-
communications carrier’’ is any pro-
vider of telecommunications services,
except that such term does not include
aggregators of telecommunications
services as defined in section 226 of the
Act. A telecommunications carrier
shall be treated as a common carrier
under the Act only to the extent that
it is engaged in providing tele-
communications services, except that
the Commission shall determine
whether the provision of fixed and mo-
bile satellite service shall be treated as
common carriage. This definition in-
cludes cellular mobile radio service
(CMRS) providers, interexchange car-
riers (IXCs) and, to the extent they are
acting as telecommunications carriers,
companies that provide both tele-
communications and information serv-
ices. Private mobile radio service
(PMRS) providers are telecommuni-
cations carriers to the extent they pro-
vide domestic or international tele-

communications for a fee directly to
the public.

Telecommunications channel. ‘‘Tele-
communications channel’’ means a
telephone line, or, in the case of wire-
less communications, a transmittal
line or cell site.

Telecommunications service. ‘‘Tele-
communications service’’ is the offer-
ing of telecommunications for a fee di-
rectly to the public, or to such classes
of users as to be effectively available
directly to the public, regardless of the
facilities used.

Website. The term ‘‘website’’ shall
refer to any websites operated by the
Administrator in connection with the
schools and libraries support mecha-
nism, the rural health care support
mechanism, the high cost mechanism,
and the low income mechanism.

Wire center. A wire center is the loca-
tion of a local switching facility con-
taining one or more central offices, as
defined in the Appendix to part 36 of
this chapter. The wire center bound-
aries define the area in which all cus-
tomers served by a given wire center
are located.

[62 FR 32948, June 17, 1997, as amended at 62
FR 41303, Aug. 1, 1997; 63 FR 70571, Dec. 21,
1998; 64 FR 67431, Dec. 1, 1999]

§ 54.7 Intended use of federal uni-
versal service support.

A carrier that receives federal uni-
versal service support shall use that
support only for the provision, mainte-
nance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is in-
tended.

Subpart B—Services Designated
for Support

§ 54.101 Supported services for rural,
insular and high cost areas.

(a) Services designated for support. The
following services or functionalities
shall be supported by federal universal
service support mechanisms:

(1) Voice grade access to the public
switched network. ‘‘Voice grade access’’
is defined as a functionality that en-
ables a user of telecommunications
services to transmit voice communica-
tions, including signalling the network
that the caller wishes to place a call,
and to receive voice communications,
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including receiving a signal indicating
there is an incoming call. For the pur-
poses of this part, bandwidth for voice
grade access should be, at a minimum,
300 to 3,000 Hertz;

(2) Local usage. ‘‘Local usage’’ means
an amount of minutes of use of ex-
change service, prescribed by the Com-
mission, provided free of charge to end
users;

(3) Dual tone multi-frequency signaling
or its functional equivalent. ‘‘Dual tone
multi-frequency’’ (DTMF) is a method
of signaling that facilitates the trans-
portation of signaling through the net-
work, shortening call set-up time;

(4) Single-party service or its functional
equivalent. ‘‘Single-party service’’ is
telecommunications service that per-
mits users to have exclusive use of a
wireline subscriber loop or access line
for each call placed, or, in the case of
wireless telecommunications carriers,
which use spectrum shared among
users to provide service, a dedicated
message path for the length of a user’s
particular transmission;

(5) Access to emergency services. ‘‘Ac-
cess to emergency services’’ includes
access to services, such as 911 and en-
hanced 911, provided by local govern-
ments or other public safety organiza-
tions. 911 is defined as a service that
permits a telecommunications user, by
dialing the three-digit code ‘‘911,’’ to
call emergency services through a Pub-
lic Service Access Point (PSAP) oper-
ated by the local government. ‘‘En-
hanced 911’’ is defined as 911 service
that includes the ability to provide
automatic numbering information
(ANI), which enables the PSAP to call
back if the call is disconnected, and
automatic location information (ALI),
which permits emergency service pro-
viders to identify the geographic loca-
tion of the calling party. ‘‘Access to
emergency services’’ includes access to
911 and enhanced 911 services to the ex-
tent the local government in an eligi-
ble carrier’s service area has imple-
mented 911 or enhanced 911 systems;

(6) Access to operator services. ‘‘Access
to operator services’’ is defined as ac-
cess to any automatic or live assist-
ance to a consumer to arrange for bill-
ing or completion, or both, of a tele-
phone call;

(7) Access to interexchange service.
‘‘Access to interexchange service’’ is
defined as the use of the loop, as well
as that portion of the switch that is
paid for by the end user, or the func-
tional equivalent of these network ele-
ments in the case of a wireless carrier,
necessary to access an interexchange
carrier’s network;

(8) Access to directory assistance. ‘‘Ac-
cess to directory assistance’’ is defined
as access to a service that includes, but
is not limited to, making available to
customers, upon request, information
contained in directory listings; and

(9) Toll limitation for qualifying low-in-
come consumers. Toll limitation for
qualifying low-income consumers is de-
scribed in subpart E of this part.

(b) Requirement to offer all designated
services. An eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier must offer each of the
services set forth in paragraph (a) of
this section in order to receive federal
universal service support.

(c) Additional time to complete network
upgrades. A state commission may
grant the petition of a telecommuni-
cations carrier that is otherwise eligi-
ble to receive universal service support
under § 54.201 requesting additional
time to complete the network upgrades
needed to provide single-party service,
access to enhanced 911 service, or toll
limitation. If such petition is granted,
the otherwise eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier will be permitted to re-
ceive universal service support for the
duration of the period designated by
the state commission. State commis-
sions should grant such a request only
upon a finding that exceptional cir-
cumstances prevent an otherwise eligi-
ble telecommunications carrier from
providing single-party service, access
to enhanced 911 service, or toll limita-
tion. The period should extend only as
long as the relevant state commission
finds that exceptional circumstances
exist and should not extend beyond the
time that the state commission deems
necessary for that eligible tele-
communications carrier to complete
network upgrades. An otherwise eligi-
ble telecommunications carrier that is
incapable of offering one or more of
these three specific universal services
must demonstrate to the state commis-
sion that exceptional circumstances
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exist with respect to each service for
which the carrier desires a grant of ad-
ditional time to complete network up-
grades.

[62 FR 32948, June 17, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 2125, Jan. 13, 1998; 63 FR 33585, June 19,
1998]

Subpart C—Carriers Eligible for
Universal Service Support

§ 54.201 Definition of eligible tele-
communications carriers, generally.

(a) Carriers eligible to receive support.
(1) Beginning January 1, 1998, only eli-
gible telecommunications carriers des-
ignated under paragraphs (b) through
(d) of this section shall receive uni-
versal service support distributed pur-
suant to part 36 and part 69 of this
chapter, and subparts D and E of this
part.

(2) A state commission that is unable
to designate as an eligible tele-
communications carrier, by January 1,
1998, a carrier that sought such des-
ignation before January 1, 1998, may,
once it has designated such carrier, file
with the Commission a petition for
waiver of paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion requesting that the carrier receive
universal service support retroactive to
January 1, 1998. The state commission
must explain why it did not designate
such carrier as eligible by January 1,
1998, and provide a justification for
why providing support retroactive to
January 1, 1998, serves the public inter-
est.

(3) This paragraph does not apply to
offset or reimbursement support dis-
tributed pursuant to subpart G of this
part.

(4) This paragraph does not apply to
support distributed pursuant to sub-
part F of this part.

(b) A state commission shall upon its
own motion or upon request designate
a common carrier that meets the re-
quirements of paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion as an eligible telecommunications
carrier for a service area designated by
the state commission.

(c) Upon request and consistent with
the public interest, convenience, and
necessity, the state commission may,
in the case of an area served by a rural
telephone company, and shall, in the
case of all other areas, designate more

than one common carrier as an eligible
telecommunications carrier for a serv-
ice area designated by the state com-
mission, so long as each additional re-
questing carrier meets the require-
ments of paragraph (d) of this section.
Before designating an additional eligi-
ble telecommunications carrier for an
area served by a rural telephone com-
pany, the state commission shall find
that the designation is in the public in-
terest.

(d) A common carrier designated as
an eligible telecommunications carrier
under this section shall be eligible to
receive universal service support in ac-
cordance with section 254 of the Act
and shall, throughout the service area
for which the designation is received:

(1) Offer the services that are sup-
ported by federal universal service sup-
port mechanisms under subpart B of
this part and section 254(c) of the Act,
either using its own facilities or a com-
bination of its own facilities and resale
of another carrier’s services (including
the services offered by another eligible
telecommunications carrier); and

(2) Advertise the availability of such
services and the charges therefore
using media of general distribution.

(e) For the purposes of this section,
the term facilities means any physical
components of the telecommunications
network that are used in the trans-
mission or routing of the services that
are designated for support pursuant to
subpart B of this part.

(f) For the purposes of this section,
the term ‘‘own facilities’’ includes, but
is not limited to, facilities obtained as
unbundled network elements pursuant
to part 51 of this chapter, provided that
such facilities meet the definition of
the term ‘‘facilities’’ under this sub-
part.

(g) A state commission shall not re-
quire a common carrier, in order to
satisfy the requirements of paragraph
(d)(1) of this section, to use facilities
that are located within the relevant
service area, as long as the carrier uses
facilities to provide the services des-
ignated for support pursuant to subpart
B of this part within the service area.

(h) A state commission shall des-
ignate a common carrier that meets
the requirements of this section as an
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